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to account and improve the quality of coverage.
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Alison Phillips
Editor-in-Chief, The Mirror

‘An immense power for good lies in its grasp’ the legendary

editorial director of The Mirror Hugh Cudlipp once said about his
paper. But, of course, the potential for such goodness goes way
beyond the Mirror which, more than half a century later, | now edit.
That opportunity to make the world a better place lies across our
entire media. It may now be an industry unrecognisable to Hugh
Cudlipp since the emergence of rolling TV news, the internet and

F O reWO rd the all pervasive influence of social media. But with so many more
news outlets, TV stations, online sites and social platforms, with so
much more news, information and opinion.. surely too there must
be so many more avenues to grasp ‘good’.

After all that is what drives so many to enter journalism; the desire
to shine light in the darkest of corners, to hold power, in all its
forms, to account and to give voice to those who are too often
ignored. Yet all journalists who accept the responsibility of our work
being a force for good must equally understand the damage we
are capable of doing. Either wittingly or unwittingly journalism can
- and has - caused real harm and pain.

Can this be prevented? Not always - there will always be cases
of truthful, accurate and public interest reporting that causes pain
for some. But there is more we can do to ensure our reporting is
fair and accurate to avoid causing harm. How? By exploiting the
natural curiosity which brought us into this job in the first place. The
greatest journalists are questioning, challenging and open minded.
The even greater journalists are those capable of turning these
qualities inward - questioning and challenging themselves. This
report by the Centre for Media Monitoring shows how much we as
journalists must question ourselves and the work we are producing
in relation to reporting of Muslims and Islam.
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Challenging consensus through robust opinion and reporting are
an essential part of journalism. Chasing clicks by being deliberately
antagonistic and provocative does our profession a disservice. It is
possible to craft an argument without resorting to lazy stereotypes
or exploiting ungrounded fears about a particular community. A
sensitivity towards others does not diminish your journalistic skills
or somehow undermine the sacred idea of objectivity - it can only
enhance the quality of your work. Everyone who works in the media
has a duty to ensure the content they create is fair and responsible.
That duty is even greater for those who work in reporting news
which shapes the national debate. Yet this report records that the
majority of media misrepresentation is still happening within news.

Of course news organisations do not exist to be standard bearers for
any particular group, faith or interest. And of course all journalists
must be free to report the world as they see it. But we must seek
to do this without misrepresentation and generalisation. And with
accuracy and fairness. Because yes, immense power to do good
lies within our grasp through robust reporting which reveals wrongs
and empathetic journalism which ensures the voiceless are heard.
But we also have immense power to do good too... simply by not
doing wrong.

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

Emma Tucker
Editor, The Sunday Times

Who is our audience? It's a fundamental question for every newspaper
and broadcaster, and at The Sunday Times we have a simple answer: it's
everyone who is interested in serious journalism. That's a large group
and diverse group, and we aim to serve everyone in it, irrespective of
their background.

That's why | welcome this report - in the full knowledge that it contains
criticisms of the press, my own paperincluded. Some of those criticisms
are valid. Some | would respectfully disagree with. All, though, are
useful. To move forward in serving that broad readership we want to
hear views from every part of it.

By its nature, a report like this must focus on the past. My job is to
focus on the future. | want our news coverage to be fair but fearless,
and our commentators to be robust but responsible. | want every part
of The Sunday Times - and in a news-focused debate it should be
remembered that papers like ours cover every aspect of life, from
culture and business to sport and travel - to cater to that broad
audience.

The best way to do that is to ensure that those who produce our
journalism reflect our readers, and our company’s diversity targets
are intended to ensure that's exactly what happens. Anyone who
takes note of the bylines on our articles will be aware that the days
of newspapers being produced exclusively by men of white British
heritage are already over. We still have a way to go but increasingly,
the people making the decisions in the newsroom are a more accurate
reflection of the public they serve.

That doesn’t mean that future editions of this report won't be
needed. Despite our best efforts, we won't always get it right; and of
course, sometimes we will just see the issues differently. The price of
honest journalism in a fractious age is that sometimes it will make the
messenger unpopular. We won't always agree. But we should keep
talking - and listening.

15
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In December 2019, the outgoing chair of the
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO) said:
‘| speak for myself, but | have a suspicion that [Muslims]
are from time to time written about in a way that
[newspapers] would simply not write about Jews
or Roman Catholics’." This, coupled with studies by
Cambridge University? and Leicester University®
which respectively concluded that mainstream
media’s reporting about Muslims is contributing to an
atmosphere of rising hostility towards Muslims and
fuelling hate crime in Britain, is sufficient evidence
to acknowledge that there is a problem that needs
addressing.

| n t ro d u Ct I O n This report, which monitored both online and television broadcast

media daily and analysed almost 48,000 articles and 5,500 plus
broadcast clips between October 2018 and September 2019, is one
of the most extensive pieces of quantitative and qualitative research
to be carried out on the British media’s coverage of Muslims and
Islam during this period. Beyond the daily monitoring and analysis
a more broad sweep of coverage during 2019-2020 including the
COVID 19 pandemic was undertaken to illustrate the findings made
during the statistical period.

Whilst some of the findings in this report may not seem alarming
from a statistical perspective, the numbers do give a cause for
concern in that almost every article and clip with an identifier of
Muslims and/or Islam has been included in this study and therefore
arguably give some leeway to publications. The methodology has
not discriminated between those articles or broadcast clips which
mention Muslims and/or Islam in a passing manner and those that
discuss the subjects in more depth or where they are the primary
focus of the story. What the number of keywords in an article and or
clip show is that the more the mention of Muslims and/or Islam the

1 https://www.ft.com/content/60d5beab-1f9-11ea-b8a1-584213ee7b2b
2 University of Cambridge and Economic and Social Research Council Roundtable held at the House of Lords

3 Politicians and media fuel hate crime in Britain,” say University of Leicester experts, University of Leicester, June
2016
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greater the likelihood of negative and antagonistic bias.

This report is evidenced based with extensive examples from both
online and television which illustrate some of the most problematic
themes and narratives. Since CfIMM was set up in 2018, we have
been working with journalists, editors, regulators and policy
makers to ensure that journalistic standards of reporting accurately,
consistently and responsibly are upheld when it comes to Muslims
and Islam.

We have found that many journalists are willing to work with us in
good faith. Yet there is a small minority with powerful voices in the
media and elsewhere, who will seek to misrepresent our intentions
by insinuating that we wish to censor and limit criticism of Islam and
Muslims. As with previous reports published by us, we fully expect
detractors to cherry-pick parts of our research out-of-context.

At the end of the day, all we ask for is fairness, not favours. Good
faith actors will see past concerted efforts to discredit our research
and understand what we intend as reflected upon our findings.
We do not expect everyone to agree, but we hope that many will
engage, leading to fairer and more responsible reporting about
Islam and Muslims. Like other areas of life, the story of Islam and
Muslims should not miss out on nuanced analysis.

There is no single way in which Muslims and Islam are reported
on, and as this report shows, different publishers take different
approaches based on the story and issue at hand. Yet, common
themes persist mainly around the idea that Islam is something to be
saved from or rebelled against as a faith and set of beliefs which are
intrinsic to the lives of over a billion people, or which influences for
the good. Even stories which report on a Muslim having achieved
something noteworthy are framed by their supposed embrace of
western liberal values whilst breaking free of the shackles of their
own faith or tradition.

Moreover, there is a hierarchy in terms of which publishers most
frequently pump out anti-Muslim and anti-Islam rhetoric. Those on
the right of the political or ideological spectrum are increasingly
regurgitating far right tropes on Islam and Muslims. In all the

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

categories in which articles were analysed, right leaning news
websites and magazines were the most frequent offenders and
sometimes by a large margin. Newspapers such as The Times, which
has previously published the infamous false ‘Christian Child Forced
into Muslim Foster Care’ story, has continued to repeatedly malign
Muslims and Muslim institutions. In this report we highlight just four
libel cases it has lost against individuals it has falsely accused of
holding ‘extremist views', or ‘expressing views which excused or
explained acts of terrorism’.5 Other publications like The Jewish
Chronicle, The Telegraph and The Mail On Sunday have also paid
out libel damages to Muslims and Muslim institutions during
the period of analysis, whilst other commentators on the right
continuously rail against Muslims as an existential threat to Britain
and the wider world. Previous research has shown that the bulk of
the reporting on Muslims is around the topic of terrorism which is
found in one fifth of all articles mentioning a keyword that would
Identify Muslims and/or Islam.® This disproportionate emphasis on
attacks perpetrated by so-called Muslims has among other things
exaggerated the threat posed by Muslims and terrorism.

We have not delved deeply into some of the major stories around
terrorism that occurred during the period of analysis of this report
as they have been dealt with in great detail in our previous report
'How The British Media Reports Terrorism.’

The animosity which right leaning newspapers have for Muslims
can be seen in their support for increasingly draconian measures
against Muslims across Europe, particularly those anti-Muslim
policies adopted by the French State. Yet, a cursory look at subjects
not analysed during the time frame of this report but covered by
the British media in 2021, shows that the embracing of anti-Muslim
ideas and positions can also be found in left-leaning publications
or those in the centre.

Given that journalism is seen as a first draft of history, material

4 https://www.inpublishing.co.uk/articles/the-times-publishes-apology-to-sultan-choudhury-obe-15658

5 https://pressgazette.co.uk/times-apologises-and-pays-libel-damages-to-imam-who-appeared-on-bbc-debate/
6 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07418825.2018.1524507
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cannot always be expected to be perfect. Mistakes can be made.
Yet, it is not unreasonable to expect individual publications to learn
from what has gone before and aim to correct it. However, as this
report was being written, a familiar face (Anjem Choudhury) made
a reappearance in right leaning newspapers who, once again,
provided a national platform for those from the extreme fringes.

This also swings the other way. Unrepresentative figures are not
just featured as bogeymen but those who give legitimacy to far
right tropes with journalists and editors able to hide behind the
fact that a Muslim is writing such things. The most recent example
is the glowing reviews garnered by a book which derided Muslims
for a lack of loyalty to Britain and opined how any Muslim, who the
author believed was radical, should leave Britain. The widespread
acceptance which the book received among publications on
both the left and right, including a fawning interview in the New
Statesman (a publication which overall is adjudged as being better
than its competitors when reporting on Muslims) is problematic.
The fact that a book reviewer of two decades called it ‘by some
distance, the worst book | have reviewed in nearly 20 years as a
critic — at times laughable, at others frankly sinister’, shows just
how easy false information on Muslims is lapped up.’

This study and its methodology not only aims to highlight areas of
concern with the ultimate goal of improving the comprehension and
quality of reporting about Islam and Muslims, but also to commend
good journalism. Thirty-four mainstream news and current affairs
websites and 38 television channels (including all regional channels)
were monitored in accordance with our methodology which was
designed alongside academics in the fields of Corpus Linguistics.
Articles were monitored by a team of researchers on a daily basis and
measured against criteria designed to find the most problematic
elements of articles, everything from omission of information to
headlines and imagery.

However, as mentioned above the study also includes good

7 https://twitter.com/sameerahim/status/1400756838564601860

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

practice. An example of this is John Sudworth’s BBC feature on
‘China’s Hidden Camps’ which exposed the systematic persecution
of Uighur Muslims by the Chinese State.® It also includes an
article by Stephen Daisley in The Spectator (a publication which
is mostly antagonistic towards Muslims and their beliefs) about
Muslim parents protesting outside the gates of Parkfield school
in Birmingham against what they considered the indoctrination of
their children.’

No report can be perfect, and the limitations are outlined in the
later section, but we hope that the evidence-based insights will
prove valuable in informing and shaping decisions in the reporting
of Islam and Muslims

8 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/China_hidden_camps

9  https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/in-defence-of-the-parkfield-community-school-parents
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Our methodology was developed and validated by
experienced media monitoring practitioners and
academics who specialise in corpus linguistics and how
Muslims and/or Islam are covered in the media. The
process involves 2 key steps:

2 Monitoring

CfMM monitored 34 British media outlets via their online websites'
and 38 television channels (including all regional broadcasts)? on
a daily basis for one year using key words relating to Muslims and
Islam (some in various forms of spelling) as well as their relevant
plurals.?

MethOdO‘OQy [ Analysis

Each article is assessed as affirmative (Y), not affirmative (N) or don't
know (DK) — neither yes or no) against the following five key metrics:

1. Association with negative aspects or behaviour

2. Misrepresentation of Muslim belief, behaviour or identity

3. Makes generalisations about Muslim belief or behaviour
4.Lack of due prominence to a Muslim voice, identity or

perspective

5. Misleading or irrelevant imagery or headlines

A full list of the mainstream British news outlets, including print newspapers, online news websites and
television broadcast channels that we have monitored can be found in Appendix A. These outlets were chosen
in line with the Centre for Media Monitoring’s ongoing work of monitoring the British media in its reporting of
Islam and Muslims.

A full list of television broadcast channels can be found in Appendix B

A full list of keywords can be found in the Appendix C.
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‘Inconclusive’ ‘Not Biased’ ‘Biased’ ‘Very Biased’

An overall rating is derived based on the responses to the above five
metrics:

* ‘Very Biased’ (at least 4 Yes's [Y] to the questions above; or a breach
of IPSO regulation or a new site admitting to publishing incorrect
or misleading information)

¢ ‘Biased’ (at least 2 Ys to the questions above)
* ‘Not Biased’ (5 No’s to the questions above)

¢ ‘Inconclusive’ (No more than one Yes's or at least 3 DK [don't know]
answers to the questions above).

Each item (article or broadcast clip) is rated for bias with each individual
segment of an article or clip including the headline, image and text
rated respectively. Each item is then given an overall bias rating of
‘Supportive Bias’, ‘Antagonistic Bias’, ‘Mixed’ or ‘Inconclusive’
based on the following criteria;

The text/clip would be assessed as follows:

* ‘Antagonistic Bias': if the majority of the piece or the core argument
used in the piece is biased against Muslims or Islam e.g. shows only
one side of an argument, refers to stereotypes, does not challenge
controversial points (explanation would be provided with reference
to specific part of article/clip).*

* ‘Supportive Bias’: as above, but the side of the argument chosen
is one that portrays Muslims or Islam in a positive light.>

* ‘Mixed’: Elements of both supportive and antagonistic bias are
present in the article.

4 Dominic Kennedy, 31/10/2017, Muslim lobby group Muslim Engagement and Development ‘promotes extremism’
The Times: This article targets a Muslim advocacy group on the research of a neo-conservative think tank which it
refers to as conservative. There is no mention of MEND's wider work and the line of the group being extremist is
the only one that is pursued.

5 Gwyneth Rees, 12/04/2018 Muslim scouts get prepared in Cardiff group BBC News: This online news piece focuses
on one Muslim scouting group and how it has made a positive impact in the lives of the children who partake in it
as well as its relevance to wider British society.

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

¢ ‘Inconclusive’: None of the above can be ascertained for sure.

Once this evidence base is built with each online article and
broadcast clip documented and analysed for bias and accuracy
the CfMM team develops insights and engages with senior
stakeholders within the media to discuss the conclusions and enrich
our understanding of the information gathered.

Limitations

Every study or research project has certain constraints by which its
method of assessment is limited. Three key limitations are:

1. Data collation

Firstly, the data was collated using the Meltwater media monitoring
tool. Any limitations of these systems would be limitations of our
work. Furthermore, the methodology used was dependent on a key
word search to determine if the article was suitable for assessment,
this would ordinarily preclude any article which contained imagery
of Muslims or Islamic objects without mentioning one or more of
the keywords. There is the possibility that a Muslim figure is profiled
in a positive manner by a publication yet is not represented in this
study because he/she is not identified as through a keyword. The
question for publishers would be why the beliefs or identity of the
said character/s is not part of the narrative in such instances.

2. Timing

The statistical data in this study has been taken across 12 months
Oct 2018 — Sept 2019. As such the data is reliant on the news cycle
and impacted by the stories prioritised across this time period.
The findings therefore may not be reflective of other years where
Muslims and Islam are covered.

3. Subjectivity

There are a number of potential areas of subjectivity in the approach
taken. Some of the subjectivity is inherent in the approach, and we
believe it is valuable given our expertise in this work. Examples of

25
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subjectivity include:

4. Inclusion of articles

Even though an article may contain a keyword, this keyword may
not be of any substantial value for the purposes of establishing the
bias’ by which Muslim/s and/or Islam are reported. It might simply
be a descriptive term in the article for example the listing Donald
Trump’s ‘Muslim’ ban alongside other alleged misdemeanours of
the ex-President. For the purposes of this study the article would
still be included in the data set. This is so the selection of articles
which are assessed are less subjective then they otherwise may be.

5. Interpretations

CfMM acknowledges that the interpretations of whether an article
or image or headline is deemed to have breached the 5 metrics
is open to being subjective. In some cases, CIMM may come to a
conclusion different to news websites. For example, news websites
may argue that the inclusion of certain details identifying Muslims
and/or Islam within a headline, image or article are necessary for
detail or context. Equally news sites can preference their stories
and how they are told according to the editorial position taken by
the particular news site on a given issue or to reflect the views (and
on occasion biases) of its readers. This subjective assessment by
CfMM is core to this report.

Consistency
In order to ensure consistency in the assessment taken by different

parts of CfIMM, we undertake the following:

¢ All those who engage in analysis are trained by the main research
analyst

e Each person is mentored by a trained CIMM analyst

® Problematic cases are discussed between different members of the

CIMM team

¢ All "Very Biased’ cases are looked at to ensure the team agrees
with the decision

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

This is not a perfect system, but we believe given the scale of the
analysis being undertaken, it is a proportionate level of oversight.
We hope that the evidence-based insights will prove valuable in
informing and shaping decisions in the reporting of Islam and
Muslims.

List of publications

CfMM has made every reasonable attempt to differentiate between
individual editorial teams within one news organisation which
publish their content on one single online platform. For instance,
all articles from Mail Online, Daily Mail, Daily Mail Australia, Mail
on Sunday and dailymail.com are published on Dailymail.co.uk
even though all these publications are editorially independent
of each other. This is also true for The Times and Sunday Times.
However, this differentiation is not always transparent on every
news platform. For example, material on Daily Mirror comes from
at least four separate editorial teams (Daily Mirror, Mirror.co.uk,
Sunday Mirror and The Sunday People) as does thesun.co.uk (The
Sun, The Sun on Sunday and The Scottish Sun) and theguardian.
com (The Guardian and The Observer). In such instances, articles
from these publications can be indistinguishable and as such are
monitored and analysed under their one online banner.

27
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Bias

Articles assessed as ‘Biased’ or ‘Very Biased’ (14%)

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM

Negative Aspects & Behaviours

Publications whose articles had the highest proportion of
‘Very Biased' rating were: Christian Today (11.3%), The
Spectator (10.9%) and Daily Mail Australia (10%)

Almost 60% of articles across all publications were
identified as associating negative aspects and behaviour
with Muslims or Islam.

21% of all articles assessed were categorised as
‘Antagonistic’ and only 3% were categorised as
‘Supportive’

Top 3 offenders were AFP, Reuters and Associated Press
(AP).

Publication with the highest proportion of ‘Antagonistic’
articles was The Spectator (37.3%), whilst New Statesman
had the highest proportion of ‘Supportive’ articles
(16.1%)

Generalisations

7% per cent of all articles analysed included one or more
generalisations about Muslims and/or Islam with the worst
offenders being right-leaning or religious outlets

The themes which are the worst in terms of bias, are
Religion, Terrorism and Extremism,

1 in 10 opinion pieces (10%) generalise about Muslims
and/or Islam, despite the fact that only 6% of all articles
were categorised under opinion

Misrepresentation

Almost 1 in 10 articles misrepresent Muslims and/or
Islam

The percentage of generalisations are highest in the
topics of Terrorism/Extremism (25%), Politics (18%),
Middle East (17%) and Religion (15%)

The majority of misrepresentation came via news
reporting (82%)

Images & Headlines

Right-leaning and religious publications have the highest
proportion of articles which misrepresent Muslim
behaviours or beliefs

Just over 2 per cent of headlines and images were
misleading or inaccurate, whilst just under two per cent of
all images were considered to be ‘Biased’

The Spectator magazine had the highest proportion of
articles (1 in 4) which misrepresent Muslims and/or Islam.
Daily Mail Australia and Christian Today followed with at

least one in five articles

71% of biased images were found in articles concerning
international events

Right-leaning tabloids and religious publications have the
greatest number of ‘Irrelevant’ and ‘Misleading’ headlines

The worst cases of misrepresentation, all found in right
leaning publications, led to libel cases by Muslims

Daily Mail Australia has the highest percentage of
‘Irrelevant’ and ‘Misleading’ headlines (14%), followed by
The Sun (6%)

31
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The importance of assessing bias in an article allows
us to see how particular publications in the UK media
report on Muslims and/or Islam and how their own
biases influence their interpretations of religious
concepts and the othering of Muslims.

Whilst it can be claimed that deciding what constitutes bias is
subjective to a certain extent, this approach and analysis gives
publications an insight into how a portion of their readers and the
wider Muslim populace view their reporting. It also allows editors
and journalists the opportunity to examine a body of evidence,
assess their own biases and implement changes where necessary.

Publications with ‘Very Biased’

B | asS Articles

14% of all articles assessed were categorised as ‘Biased’ or "Very
Biased’. The top 16 publishers with the highest percentage of ‘Very
Biased’ articles are all right-leaning and religious publications.
Whilst less than 15% of all articles were rated as ‘Biased’ or ‘Very
Biased’, over 20% were considered to have an ‘Antagonistic Bias’
towards Muslims and/or Islam almost seven times as many as those
considered to have a ‘Supportive Bias'.

Table 1 Overall number of ‘Very Biased’ articles and percentage per publication

Rating Count I Percentage

Inconclusive 22487 47
Not Biased 18425 39
Biased 5865 12

Very Biased 1041 2

Publications which have the highest percentage of ‘Very Biased’
articles according to the overall number of articles published by
each outlet are Christian Today (11.3%), The Spectator (10.9%) and
Daily Mail Australia (10%)."

1 D For List
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When assessed against the frequency of keywords within an article,
it can be seen that 4 out of 5 articles which contained at least
two or more key words, ranked ‘Very Biased’ with 2 out of 5 such
articles containing 3 or more keywords. The vast majority of ‘Very
Biased'articles appear to be discussing Muslims and/or Islam in
detail.

Graphic 1: Number of key words in Very Biased Articles

42%

Three
words plus

19%

Single words

80% of all ‘Very Biased' articles had 2 or more 'key words’ in them,
suggesting that the vast majority of ‘Very Biased'articles appear
to be discussing Muslims and/or Islam in detail rather than just in
passing
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‘Very Biased’

Article Headline Summary of Rating

THE

SPECTATOR ~ The Muslim leader who

offers an example on how
to tackle Islamism?

36

This article by John Jenkins promotes the views of a
Muslim scholar from Indonesia whose article entitled:
‘Don’t weaponise the term Islamophobia’ was published
in the Telegraph following the Christchurch attacks.
Jenkins references the Christchurch attacks four times
in his copy yet omits mentioning the killer's name, his
white supremacist ideology or the Muslims worshippers
he targeted. Instead, the attack by Bretton Tarrant is
described as a 'murderously self-justifying mindset
analogous to that of the Islamic State or Al-Qaeda.’

The copy is replete with associations of Muslims with
negative aspects and behaviours. Ironically, when
explaining why prejudice against Islam is not irrational,
he goes on to reference '9/11, 7/7, the Bataclan massacre
and the Islamic State’, even though these attacks have
nothing to do with the vast majority of Muslims.

There is also a misleading charge that Muslim leaders
were in effect calling for ‘Blasphemy Laws’ when asking
for the official definition of Islamophobia to be adopted
post Christchurch.

REVEALED: The text
message Islamic leaders
sent to would-be terrorists
before they were arrested
over ISIS-inspired plot

to blow up Melbourne
landmarks on Christmas
Day?

Daily Plauil
Australia

The headline for this article is misleading in that it tries to
link the mosque to the plots when in fact the mosque did
not collude with the men in question. On the contrary,
the leaders of the mosque had received complaints from
other worshippers who had overheard conversations by
these men.

The ‘text messages’ mentioned in the headline were
not evidence of the mosque colluding but actually
distancing themselves from these “attackers’ telling them
to "take their ‘politics and personal opinions outside’.’
These details, along with the leaders saying they would
not stand for Islam "being poisoned’ or their leadership
being ‘disrespected under our very own roof’ are only
elaborated on in the body of the text.

The mosque is there for wrongly implicated in the crime
as a result of omission of facts in the headline. Had there
in fact been any evidence of collusion, the leaders of the
mosque would have also been arrested.

2 https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2019/03/the-muslim-leader-who-offers-an-example-on-how-to-tackle-islamism/

3 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6586657/Mosque-warned-terror-plotters-complaints-conversations-

jihadist-activity.html

Article Headline Summary of Rating

Fear and free
speech: why defining
Islamophobia could
do more harm than
good*

CHRISTIAN TODAY

This polemical piece which attempts to explain why
defining Islamophobia is a wrong approach, doubles
up as an attack on Muslim countries and Islam whilst
defending Israel and Jews.

The article claims that Israel is a safe haven for Christians,
yet, it omits the fact that Christian Palestinians are
persecuted as much as their Muslim counterparts by
Israel.> This includes restricted freedom of movement
as well as attacks by ultra-orthodox Jewish settlers in
Palestine.®

The article further makes the generalisation that ‘Fear
of offending Muslims has reached such heights in this
country that self-censorship is becoming the norm...’
without giving any evidence to back this claim. It then
perpetuates the other trope about Islam receiving
special treatment by the ‘powers that be’.

The claim that ‘Islam has yet to show itself capable of
being open to challenge and criticism from within’ is
ahistorical and a stereotype given the diverging sects of
Muslims and intellectual rigour of Muslim scholarship in
every era.

Lastly, the choice of image showing two darkened
Ottoman style minarets against a setting sun is strange
given Islamophobia is mainly targeted against people
(Muslims) and not objects or symbols. Also, Mosques
and Minarets are more clear in the daylight so showing
a darkened fagade is deliberate in keeping with the
article’s claims of an Islam that is to be feared.

4 https://www.christiantoday.com/article/fear-and-free-speech-why-defining-islamophobia-could-do-more-harm-

than-good/132452.htm

5 https://insidearabia.com/israels-relentless-war-on-christian-palestinians/

6 https://imemc.org/article/75889/
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Text Bias

Text Bias is a judgment on the overall slant of the published article
in its attitude, approach or leaning towards Muslims and/or Islam.
It is by definition subjective however it is evidence led in that it
must demonstrate a clear anti-Muslim/Islam slant to be considered
antagonistic whilst the opposite is required for it to be supportive.
Similarly, when an article has elements of both antiand pro sentiments
it is rated as mixed. For those articles which are neutral in approach
or lack necessary information to make a judgement on, they are
rated as ‘Inconclusive’.

While less than 15% of all articles were rated as ‘Biased’ or ‘Very
Biased’, over 20% were considered to have an ‘Antagonistic Bias'
towards Muslims and/or Islam, almost seven times as many as those
considered to have a ‘Supportive Bias'.

Table 2 Text Bias

Text Bias Count Percentage
Inconclusive 35,475 74.2
Antagonistic Bias 9,796 20.5
Supportive Bias 1,572 3.3
Mixed 975 2.0

'‘Antagonistic Bias’ & ‘Supportive Bias’

21% of all articles assessed were categorised as ‘Antagonistic’and
only 3% were categorised as ‘Supportive’. Eighteen publications
had at least 1in 5 articles which demonstrated an ‘Antagonistic Bias’
towards Muslims and/or Islam with five publications having a figure
of 30% or more (The Spectator, Daily Mail Australia, Mail On Sunday,
Christian Today and the Jewish Chronicle).” Whilst The Spectator
demonstrated the most antagonism towards Muslims and/or Islam
(37.3%), The New Statesman (a direct competitor in the current
affairs’ magazine sector) had the highest percentage of articles

7 Eforfull list of publications
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demonstrating ‘Supportive Bias’. (16.1%) The New Statesman

was also the only publication with a higher proportion of articles

showing a ‘Supportive Bias’ as opposed to an ‘Antagonistic Bias’.

Graphic 2 % of articles showing Antagonistic Bias vs Supportive Bias for each publication

The Spectator
Daily Mail Australia
Mail On Sunday
Christian Today
The Jewish Chronicle
The Sun

AP

Mail Online

Daily Star
Associated Press
The Daily Mail

The Sunday Times
Press Association
Reuters

The Times

Daily Express

The Telegraph
dailymail.com

Sky News

The Economist
Daily Mirror

The Jewish news
ITv

The Tablet

BBC

The Metro

The Independent
London Evening Standard
Channel 4

News

The Guardian
New Statesman
Prospect Magazine

02

03

05

02

03

[l Antagonistic Bias

05

Supportive Bias

39



40 "A" CENTRE FOR MEDIA MONITORING
v

In the period under analysis, one of the leading stories across
British news publications was the opinion piece in The Telegraph in
which the Conservative MP Boris Johnson (now the Prime Minister)
comparedMuslimwomenwearingthe nigab to letterboxesandbank
robbers.® The story prompted various reactions, some supportive
and others critical. The different approaches and responses to the
story can be seen clearly in the two magazines at the opposite
ends of the bias spectrum. The Spectator published an op-ed
written by a Muslim woman, Qanta Ahmed, who supported Boris
Johnson’s comments. Ahmed, who does not wear the hijab or the
nigab, claimed that there is no basis for the nigab in Islam, and that
Islamophobia is a ‘false construct... which capitalises on a false
victimhood.” She further accused liberals of ‘enforcing gender
segregation’, ‘gender apartheid’ and empowering ‘Islamism."*

In contrast, The New Statesman'’s piece took a different approach,
not arguing for or against the nigab, but giving a voice to Muslim
women who wear a hijab or a nigab to discuss the impact of Boris’
words on their lives. They presented statistics reflecting the spike
in hate crimes against Muslim women in the week following Boris'’
article and questioned whether such a public figure was fit for
office.™

8 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/08/05/denmark-has-got-wrong-yes-burka-oppressive-ridiculous-still/

9  https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/as-a-muslim-woman-i-d-like-to-thank-boris-johnson-for-calling-out-the-

nigab
10 https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2019/06/we-should-be-fearful-muslim-women-prospect-boris-

johnson-prime-minister
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As a Muslim woman, I'd like to
thank Boris Johnson for calling ourt
the nigab

NEWSTATESMAN

“We should be fearful”: Muslim women
on the prospect of Boris Johnson as
prime minister

By Ancosh Chakelian
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‘Antagonistic Bias’

Publication “ Antagonistic element Trope/Problematic Issue

THE

‘How was the
‘pimping out’ of an
autistic girl allowed to
happen?'"

‘At worst it looks like
council approved pimping,
complicated by the
possibility that this was

42

Muslims get preferential
treatment

SPECTATOR . .
not dealt with as a criminal
offence because so many
of the takers here appear
to have been Muslim.’
‘Why No. 10 should ‘Muslim gangs sexually Affixing the religious
it be polling ‘culture abusing working class girls’  identity of the perpatrators
SPECTATOR . ;
ERD D, war’ issues’"? to the crime when religion
has nothing to do with it.
‘Islamic centre where ‘The Somali-born terrorist Linking terrorism with
Bourke Street terrorist who stabbed three menin  an Islamic centre on
_ praye.d was horpe last week's Bourke Street the grounds that some
ﬁ:'};:m{ﬂg' tostring of rac.ilcal attack was a regular at ‘extremists’ prayed there.
' Muslims - but s a Muslim youth centre
ety coye pelias e reviously attended by a
the PM are to blame pt flyl i oxt y't ,
for the attack'? string of Islamic extremists.
‘This is black children ‘Prison governors need Singling out and affixing
killing black children:  fresh powers to ship the Muslim identity of the
Former Equality out key gang members, Pakistani prisoners to
Commission chairman \yhether black, white their criminal status. No
TheséeWail  TREVOR PHILLIPS : ’

says white liberals
need to tell the truth
about violence in UK
semi-ghettos'™*

Pakistani Muslim or godless
Eastern European.’

other religion of any other
prisoner is mentioned in
the piece.

'The liberal West
has a blind spot for
Islamism’™®

'As they continue to spin a
totalitarian political agenda
as normative Islamic

belief, it is imperative

that we overcome our
discomfort and force the
insidious Islamist threat to
democracy out into the
open for all to see.’

Entire article conflates
grassroot Muslim activists
and terror groups

11 https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2018/10/how-was-the-pimping-out-of-an-autistic-girl-allowed-to-happen/

12 https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2019/09/why-no-10-should-be-polling-culture-war-issues/

13 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6381775/Islamic-centre-Bourke-Street-terrorist-prayed-home-string-

radical-Muslims.html

14 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-6376287/Former-Equality-Commission-chairman-TREVOR-PHILLIPS-

black-children-killing-black-children.html

15 https://www.thejc.com/comment/opinion/the-liberal-west-has-a-blind-spot-for-islamism-1.489303
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‘Supportive Bias'

‘China’s Hidden
Camps''®

John Sudworth’s long form investigative piece exposed
the plight and persecution of the Uighur Muslims.

‘Leicester fire deaths:
Mosque project in
memory of family'"”

This news piece reports on the charitable enterprise
undertaken by a doctor whose wife and three children
were killed in an arson attack. An £8.8 million mosque
was built in their memory.

Gl}&{ll%iﬂll

‘Trump’s attacks on
Ilhan Omar are an
exercise in thinly-
veiled political
opportunism’’®

This article rightly argues that the attacks on
congresswoman, llhan Omar by Trump and his supporters
were rooted in their opposition to Islam and her as a
Muslim.

gy

e -
Guardian

‘Tory Islamophobia
row: 15 suspended
councillors quietly

reinstated’"?

The Guardian featured exclusive stories on the failure of
the Conservative Party to deal with Islamophobia within
its ranks.

16 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/China_hidden_camps

17 https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-leicestershire-45863465

18 https://www.newstatesman.com/world/americas/north-america/2012/06/trump-s-attacks-ilhan-omar-are-

exercise-thinly-veiled-political

19 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/mar/24/tory-islamophobia-row-15-suspended-councillors-quietly-

reinstated
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Mixed Bias

'Mixed Bias'

Mixed Bias articles are those which had information or an argument

which was considered ‘Antagonistic’ towards Muslims and/or Islam

whilst also having a similar or equal weighting of ‘Supportive’ SPECIATOR ~ ‘The Islamic  Paul Woods writes ~“lsis is not a ‘Isis is a marriage between
T ¢ ] d be 'Mixed’ State will on the symbolism  throwback to western imaginations
content. Iwo per cent ot articles were assessed to pe IXxead . <r;leverh of certain Daesh the Prophet’s formed by videogames and
: : : : ; ie”: their beliefs, as well time or any horror films and a recurring
Current affairs magazines made up four of the top eight publications tetitory s ot ‘Sal oo e e e oy
with mixed-bias articles, whilst religious publications accounted for ﬁ’ﬁ:;s o ideclogy' which Islamichistory. that represents itself as
three. The mixture of ‘Supportive’ and ‘Antagonistic’ content in always with e cleims partly - tis modem, - a purer, more authentic
: PP g us'® influences the Leninist version of Islam.
religious and right leaning publications could be a result of similar terrorist group- even, infts The majority of Salafis
L. . . . . . . understand{ng would disagree with the
religious interests which unites many Muslims with other Abrahamic of the creative  5pove statement and the
. . use of violence  \Washington Institute is al
faith adherents as well as shared values of moral conservatism. to resh =ENEIRT s IEES 19 e
o reshape sceptical of such a claim
However, this commonality is also at times counter balanced by the society. M;]ith Jacob O“dortfwriting
. . . . . that ‘the project of raising a
perceived difference and othering of Muslims and/or Islam which generation of Islamic State
s . i ‘citizens’ is driven by factors
results in ‘Antagonistic’ content. that have little relation to
Salafi doctrines.’
The | ‘The 30m Article explores ‘In some ways ‘Most of the piece was a
Table 3 "Mixed bias’ Economist Muslims the difference in the 20th-century  balanced analysis but it
living in class, background,  wave of Muslim  mentions unrepresentative
Publication I Text Bias I No. of Articles I Percentage lliurop_e and aulliure and atvals fin dhe " haclst samrerist aimde
merica are Ap .
. country of origin of  West has done in the West as well as
The Spectator Mixed 22 > g;iil::::‘y Muslims in Europe  remarkably generalisations about Islam
Christian Today Mixed 13 4 integrategd’zz and America. well.’ coming to Europe ‘by the
It analyses the sword.’
New Statesman Mixed 12 4 historical links
bet Is|
The Tablet Mixed 7 4 ereen siam
and Europe,
The Jewish Chronicle Mixed 17 4 the position
of Muslims in
The Daily Mail Mixed 17 3 America post 9/11
as well as how
Prospect Magazine Mixed 2 3 third generation
The Economist Mixed 16 3 Muslims are

navigating their
faith and identity

in Europe.

20 https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/-the-islamic-state-will-never-die-their-territory-is-gone-but-the-jihadis-are-

always-with-us

21 https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/does-isis-really-follow-salafi-version-islamic-law-and-

theology

22 https://www.economist.com/special-report/2019/02/14/the-30m-muslims-living-in-europe-and-america-are-

gradually-becoming-integrated
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Ratings By Type Of Article

Opinion pieces make up 13% of all ‘Very Biased' rated articles,
which is over double the proportion of opinion pieces published
(6%). Opinion pieces also exceeded the 6% figure in the ‘Text
Bias'? categories with 11% of the articles rated as '‘Mixed’ and
17% as 'Supportive Bias'. In feature articles, 14% were rated
as 'Supportive Bias’ - almost double the proportion of articles
published (8%). News articles, which made up 79% of all articles
published, had a ‘Supportive Bias’ of just 59%, whilst those rated
with ‘Antagonistic Bias’ came to 84% showing how news reporting
is generally problematic/negative about Muslims and/or Islam.

Graphic 4 Proportion of overall articles published by Type vs Bias of articles by type

Very Biased —
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Antagonistic Bias __

Mixed —
Supportive Blas —
Overall —
- 0" 0 °r/
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23 Text Bias is a subject analysis on the overall leaning of the article with four rating criteria available. A more
detailed explanation can be seen in the methodology section.

Comment
B News
B Feature
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Ratings By Topic

When we analyse articles according to the topic being discussed,
religion ranks as the most problematic. Whilst only six percent of
all articles focus on religion, they account for almost a third of all
‘Very Biased’ rankings, mostly in articles about Islam and its tenets.
As the table below shows, despite articles focusing on religion
being significantly less then Terrorism/Extremism they are more
‘Biased’ overall by percentage. Women'’s rights and anti-Semitism
are themes where the proportion of ‘"Very Biased’ articles are more
than double the overall proportion of articles published.

Table 4 Rating By Topic

Coma
Anti-Semitism 4% 2% 2%
Crime 5% 4% 3%
Terrorism/Extremism 23% 30% 22%
Far Right 1% 2% 5%
Human Rights 6% 5% 4%
Immigration 0% 1% 1%
Islamophobia 4% 2% 3%
Other 7% 9% 15%
Politics 9% 13% 18%
Racism 0% 0% 1%
Religion 29% 7% 6%
Sport 1% 1% 2%
Women'’s Rights 5% 3% 2%

Graphic 5 Overall percentage by topic
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Religion As A Theme

Despite only 6% of all articles focused on religion almost 1/3 of all
‘Very Biased' articles are predominantly focused on Islam and its
tenants. Women'’s rights, anti-Semitism and crime are all themes
where the proportion of ‘Very Biased’ articles are more than double
the overall proportion of articles published.

Clash of Civilisations

Muslim beliefs and practices are often discussed and contrasted
with Western norms of liberalism, secularism and Christianity (which
is sometimes packaged as Judeo-Christendom). An example of this
is when Muslim theology is assessed against contemporary gender
neutrality discussions. In an article in The Guardian based on the
singer Ariana Grande's suggestion that God is a woman, a blanket
statement of fact is made about the issue: ‘Islam is emphatic on
the point, although because Arabic favours the male pronoun the
Qur’an has its own gender neutrality issues.’*

Muslims who follow even the basic Islamic teachings are categorised
as puritanical. In an article in The Times about the Senegalese
Liverpool footballer, Sadio Mane, the natural fears of his parents
and elders about him wanting to stop studying to go to a football
academy are explained through their Muslim identities. Parents
wanting their children to have stability and an education is not
peculiar to Muslims or Islam, and yet, the article wrongly attributes
these concerns to beliefs in Islam: “They were the village imams
and football was not compatible with their beliefs.’>

Being Muslim or having Islamic beliefs is also often used to explain
a disconnect between generations. Muslim identity and beliefs are
seen as threatening and non-compromising — something which
young Muslims in the West need to be shielded from.? An example

24 https://www.theguardian.com/world/shortcuts/2018/nov/21/not-in-his-name-god-is-gender-neutral-says-

archbishop-of-canterbury

25 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/sadio-mane-i-grew-up-using-a-grapefruit-to-play-football-now-im-

dreaming-of-ballon-dor-zwks05zmj

26 https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/04/02/why-more-indonesian-teens-are-giving-up-dating
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of this can be seen in a BBC article about a Muslim girl who became
vegan. Her decision to give up meat is presented as an abnormality
and a difficult choice and against herreligiion: ‘This is partly because
these two lifestyles arent commonly associated, and partly
because there can sometimes be a perceived conflict between
these two sets of ideals...In Islam, eating meat is regarded as
halal, which means Muslims are allowed to do it under the rules
of their religion. Some Muslims believe that rejecting what has
been allowed by the word of God is haram (the opposite of halal
— against the wishes of God).”” There is nothing in Islam which
forbids anyone from becoming a vegan. Muslims are permitted
to eat meat as well as vegetables. Instead of this article showing
general attitudes towards veganism and how it is questioned by
many people of all faiths and none, the article tries to exceptionalise
Muslims and Islam.

Muslims receive special treatment

Another common theme when discussing religion can be found
in an article in The Times talking about the decline of Christianity
in the West and the persecution of Christians in the Middle East.
Contrary to the evidence, David Quinn claims that Muslims are
‘often given special protection from criticism here in the West
no matter what they do.’”® However, the experience of Muslims
and the constant scrutiny, criticism and othering faced by them
in mainstream media, social media and in other institutions,
counters Quinn’s claims.

Historical Revisionism

Revisionist interpretations of history are constantly favoured
instead of more orthodox understandings in many media outlets
in order to lay blame on Muslim communities or Islam in the
modern context. This can be found in the reporting of the Israel
and Palestine conflict where religion and historical battles are
often referred to as motivating factors behind what is essentially

27 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/861ee752-c5ab-4c03-94ed-1fb7e8aab7e2
28 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/david-quinn-persecution-rocks-the-cradle-of-christianity-ké5f8skgk
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a struggle to reclaim Palestinian land occupied by Israel. In a
comment piece in The Times, Mark Humphry's (a lecturer at Dublin
University) is scathing about a book of condolences that was
opened in Ireland to commemorate the killing of 100 Palestinian
protesters by Israeli forces in March 2018. He says: ‘We heard the
claim that they were driven by ‘despair’. What they were driven
by is hatred, anti-Semitism, jihad and the excitement of a march
on Israel to cleanse the land of the Jews.” # Singling out instances
of Muslim aggression, this narrative ignores mainstream Islamic
teachings, evidence of interreligious coexistence both past and
present, and wrongs committed against Palestinians.

Muslims are inherently anti-Semitic

The trope that Muslims are inherently anti-Semitic and that Islamic
scripture validates such anti-Semitism is found scattered across
the media. We see Muslims and Islam being blamed for rising
anti-Semitism in Europe even though the evidence points to the
rise of the far right as the main cause . Domestically, allegations of
anti-Semitism among the Labour party are partially attributed to
the supposed influence Muslims and Labour’s desires for Muslim
votes.*

Crime and Extremism attributed to Islam

Many actions which are common to peoples, cultures or societies
across the globe are also often attributed to Islam (even when
the actions are not Islamically acceptable) by simply prefixing the
word Islamic. For example, so-called honour killings become
‘Islamic honour killings”'; opposition to Israel is now ‘Islamic
anti-Semitism,”*> gunmen become ‘Islamic gunmen’®, drug
dealers torturing their victims are said to be forcing them to

29 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/solving-gaza-crisis-is-easy-focus-on-living-not-killing-bégrn3psj
30 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-46095808 & https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2019/07/the-problem-
with-the-church-of-englands-social-media-guidelines/

31 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6625353/Muslim-man-left-wife-die-five-days-appeal-against-prison-

sentence.html

32 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-6647353/Israel-leader-scorned-wooing-Holocaust-distorting-allies.

html
33 https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1220141/christian-persecution-christmas-attacks-nigeria-islamic-state
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chant ‘Islamic death prayers®, and Daesh is referred to as an
‘Islamic death cult’. Even bomb blasts are referred to as ‘Islamic
bomb blasts’ and everything from regime/s, to provinces, school
playgrounds, headteachers, clothing and feasts are designated
as being Islamic.® The list is endless.®

To exacerbate this narrative, demonstrably false religious
proclamations made by terrorists are published without any
clarification or note to acknowledge their falsehood. Right leaning
tabloids in particular, report verbatim the proclamations and claims
made by Daesh members, despite the fact that many have been
proven to be religiously illiterate as alluded to in a report by Andrew
Lebovich titled ‘How ‘religious’ are ISIS fighters? The relationship
between religious literacy and religious motivation.’® Referring to
research done by the journalist Yassin Musharbash who had access
to a collection of 3,000 internal memoranda documents from Daesh,
Lebovich says: ‘One of the elements that Musharbash noted in his
initial distillation is that a large majority of ISIS recruits rank their
own knowledge of the Shariah as ‘weak’, and relatively few of
these fighters seem to have advanced training in the Shariah.’

Some of the examples below from right leaning tabloid newspapers
(The Sun, Daily Express, Mail Online and Daily Mail Australia) quote
the proclamations of terrorists allegedly justifying their rape of
Yazidis as being acceptable under ‘Islamic Law’ or in ‘the Quran.’
Despite the actions being against Islamic belief and teachings, this

34 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7835625/Drug-dealer-Husseim-Dennaou-stabbed-Fadl-Rahal-fearing

police-informant.html

35 https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1220141/christian-persecution-christmas-attacks-nigeria-islamic-state &

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7835625/Drug-dealer-Husseim-Dennaou-stabbed-Fadl-Rahal-fearing-

police-informant.html & https://www.mailonsunday.co.uk/wires/ap/article-7828555/Sudans-Christians-enjoy-

holiday-amid-hope-new-freedoms.html & https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/03/sudesh-amman-

how-did-science-student-become-streatham-jihadist & https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7860319/

Islamic-head-teacher-DEFENDS-unlawful-segregation-boys-girls.html

36 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/stacey-dooleys-panorama-islamic-state-brides-should-shown-schools/

https://www.mailonsunday.co.uk/wires/ap/article-7828555/Sudans-Christians-enjoy-holiday-amid-hope-new-

freedoms.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/03/sudesh-amman-how-did-science-student-become-

streatham-jihadist
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7860319/Islamic-head-teacher-DEFENDS-unlawful-segregation-boys-

girls.html
37 https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-religious-are-isis-fighters-the-relationship-between-religious-literacy-

and-religious-motivation/
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argument is not highlighted or elaborated on. Furthermore, Daily
Mail Australia used the quote: ‘They called it Islamic law. They
raped women, even young girls’ to promote their article on social
media, further perpetuating falsehoods about Islam.

e Daily Mail Australia @
'\__/' May 21, 2020 - @

They called it Islamic law. They raped wornen, even young girls’

DALLYM L) BY DAILY MAIL

Yazidis kept as ISIS slaves reveal how they were raped by dozens of owners for five
years

m MONEY ~ BLACK FRIDAY  HEALTH DEARDEIDRE TECH  TRAVE

“ They raped women, even young girls.

She said: “They explained everything as permissible. They called it Islamic
law.

“They raped women, even young girls.” 38

EXPRESS o

HOME  NEWS SHOWBIZ & TV  SPORT COMMENT FINANCE TRAVE

|
At his trial at the Old Balley, the court heard how the WhatsApp group - titled La

Familia - included images of Amman’s younger siblings in poses reminiscent of so-
called Islamic State supporters,

In messages with one family member, Amman suggested that as Yazidi women were

slawes the Quran made it permissible to rape them,
39

MailOnline News

Ha sxprasund tha Baliol 1Ra2 Tazidi womas - & group s commintad ganccics Spaingt in ke - ane tlives and
tharad o tha Koreh ‘makes it paemissbie 1o rpe tham

40

38 https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11680875/yazidi-sex-slaves-reveal-harrowing-details-of-being-abducted/

39 https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1237318/streatham-terror-attack-who-is-sudesh-amman-terrorist-why-

sudesh-amman-jailed

40 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7961615/Streatham-terrorist-Sudesh-Amman-tailed-clock-release-

prison.html
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Critical Discourse Analysis

By Khadijah Hasan

‘EXCLUSIVE: Harrowing video shows ‘abducted’ British
teenager being bundled into a car in Libya as her
mother screams for help - and the UK police will not
investigate’

Daily Mail, 7 July 2020

This article provides information on the case of two British teenagers
taken to Libya by their father. The main discriminatory feature in this
article is how it places religion in proximity to descriptions of violence.
The ideas drawn upon in this article constitute wider discourses
surrounding the nature of Islam as a religion, as well as the juxtaposition
of the Middle East versus the West.

The association of the abduction with the perpetrator's religious
identity is highlighted immediately after the headline. Understandably,
the reporting of this event is emotive due to the disturbing nature
of the situation. Using the phrase ‘conservative Islamic family’ after
words and phrases such as ‘harrowing’ and ‘screams for help’ in the
headline creates associations in the reader's mind between these
horrific actions and the religious identity of the perpetrator and his
family. We have to question why religious identity is brought up in
this manner and context: there is an obvious implication that their
‘Islamic’ identity is linked to these actions.

The phrase ‘conservative Islamic family’ is repeated a few lines later,
this time used in the same sentence as the emotionally charged phrase
‘snatched by their father.” In isolation, the phrase ‘conservative Islamic
family’ would simply denote an observant Muslim family, although it
is unusual to use the word ‘Islamic’ in this way. The term usually refers
to Islamic theology. Using the words ‘conservative Islamic’ in this way

41 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8494899/Harrowing-video-shows-abducted-British-teenager-bundled-car-
Libya.html
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has the effect of placing blame solely on the religion and its moral
framework. There is no mention of extremism, making the presence
of this phrase more charged as it presumes that violence is inherent
to everyday Islamic practice. The use of this phrase in this manner
reproduces and disseminates existing tropes which associate Islamic
practice and violence in this way.

Moreover, the use of the word ‘devout’ in the phrase ‘his devout
Muslim family’ is completely out of place. The word devout is typically
used to connote positive spiritual action, yet, in the context of this
article, it seems to aim to do the opposite. This raises questions of
how a ‘devout’ Muslim is constructed, and shows a high degree of
othering of Muslim identity and belief. All this in an article which
actually has little to do with religion at all.

Along with general references to the Islamic/Muslim identity, the
hijab is also mentioned twice in this article: the first instance is from
a quote where the mother relates that the children are being forced
to wear hijab; the second instance is in an image caption where it
is emphasised unnecessarily that she is the only girl wearing the
hijab in the image. The wording used in the image caption focuses
excessively on the presence of the hijab, tying into wider discourses
where the hijab is constructed as a symbol of oppression. This is all
contextualised by the phrase used at the beginning of the article
where the reader is led to believe that these actions all result from a
‘conservative Islamic’ identity.

The following passage specifically connects increased religiosity
with the desire to control: ‘As the children got older, Mr El Zubaidy
became increasingly controlling and keen for them to live according
to Islamic cultural traditions, Ms Borg said.” Within the context of
this article, a reference to becoming more practising is framed as the
reason behind the perpetrator’s actions. There is no need to make
religion the focal point to this story, it only has the detrimental effect of
criminalising an entire belief system as well as negatively influencing
public discourse on Islam & Muslims. The actions of one man cannot
be linked to an entire religion and belief system which in actual fact
condemns such acts.

Recommendations

1

Avoid linking ordinary Muslim belief to crime, terrorism or
extremism, unless there is a specific justifiable reason to
do so.

2

Provide a platform to a broader range of Muslim
perspectives, and avoid unrepresentative Muslim voices.

3

Increase representation of Muslims within editorial roles.

4

Encourage reporters to be aware and reflect on potential
bias - unconscious or otherwise - and where appropriate,
engage in relevant training.




Misrepresentation

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM | ONLINE

Misrepresenting Muslims, misusing terminology
or misinterpreting Islamic beliefs and practices are
common occurrences in the media with almost one in
ten articles analysed falling under this category. While
the majority of the coverage did not misrepresent
Muslims and/or Islam, a significant amount did
either through misleading or irrelevant headlines,
the use of unreliable sources or assigning inaccurate
attributes or beliefs to individuals or institutions
which were libellous. In all cases, the standards of
journalism fell short of what would be expected
of the British media. In order to assess articles in
this category, we asked the following question.

Does the article/broadcast misrepresent any aspect of
Muslim behaviour, belief or identity?

Almost one in every ten articles misrepresented Muslims and/or
Islam in some form.

Table 5 Articles which misrepresent any aspect of Muslim behaiour or belief

Misrepresent any aspect of
Muslim behaviour or belief Eotnt Percentage
No 89.3

42,697

Yes 4,472 9.4

Inconclusive 649 14

Graphic 6 Articles which misrepresent any aspect of Muslim behaviour or belief

Inconclusive

Yes

.No
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The majority of misrepresentation came in news reporting (82%) with
opinions and features accounting for the majority of the remaining
instances.”? This was mainly in line with the overall proportion of
articles in the different types.

Graphic 7 Misrepresentation by type of article

Opinion
6.95%
.75%

Feature

- News

The misrepresentation of any aspect of Muslim behaviour or belief
is mainly found in right leaning and religious publications which
have the highest proportion of articles where this is found. Three
publications have at least 1/5 articles where this was found with the
Spectator magazine being the highest with almost % articles.

Graphic 3 All publictions exceeding 10% of articles misrepreseting any aspect of Muslim behavour or belief

30

The Spectator
(]

25

Christian Today _ Daily Mail Australia
20 @ e
The Jewish Chronicle

The Daily Mail e
e Daily Mail ® Mail on Sunday
15 Mail Online @ [
AP Daily Star Ass.ociated Press ° The Sun

[ ]
[ ] The Sunday Times

10

42 See Appendix F
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Libel Of Muslim Figures And

Organisations

The worst cases of misrepresentation, all found in right leaning
publications, led to libel cases by Muslims. Below are a number
of examples which highlight the falsehoods that are peddled out
by mainstream establishment newspapers, how they contribute to
perpetuating far right tropes and the impact of this on law abiding
Muslims. Whilst there may be many more, 10 examples were chosen
to highlight the scale of the issue.

1. The Mail on Sunday was forced to pay damages to council
worker, Waj Igbal after falsely accusing him of acting as a ‘fixer’
for cab drivers in Rochdale who were committing crimes against
young girls. It took Mr Igbal two and half years to win his libel
case against after the Mail on Sunday which paid out £180,000
in damages. This gruelling experience impacted Mr Igbal on
all aspects of his life as he disclosed in his testimony to CIMM
below. His is just one example of the real-life consequences such
irresponsible and inaccurate reporting has on ordinary Muslim
citizens.

Waj Igbal Testimony

‘In May 2017 my world crumbled. Not for the normal reasons
ones life might be upturned; the death of a close family
member or some other unfortunate happening, but because
one of Britain’s most established Sunday newspapers accused
me of being a so-called fixer for paedophile taxi drivers in
Rochdale.

The fact that the article came out in the same week as the
BBC Drama ‘Three Girls’, which showed how young girls in
Rochdale had been abused over a number of years by those
in the taxi trade, was disturbing as well as revealing in how the
media in our country operates. Now that so-called ‘Muslim
Groomers’ were heavy in the public conscience through the
power of TV, The Mail on Sunday had a hook and attempted
to capitalise on it.



Ever since the story of so-called ‘Grooming Gangs' of
predominantly ‘Asian/Pakistani/Muslim’ men was first
reported on in 2010 by The Times newspaper, the desire to
attach the crimes of individuals to the wider diaspora and
community has been insatiable.

As this report from CfMM shows, linking Muslims to any
negative aspect or behaviour is a raison d’etre of certain
newspapers. This is what The Mail on Sunday did when
suggesting that I, Wajed Igbal, a junior taxi-licensing officer
at South Ribble borough in Lancashire, gave badges and
licenses to known criminals and predators in my previous job.

Despite other more senior staff and other departments making
decisions as to who got the requisite license, the paper focused
on me, a Pakistani-Muslim. As per the narrative | could now
be linked to crimes by other Pakistani Muslims and the paper
could claim a historic scoop in an ongoing crusade against
British Muslims in every walk of life.

Except that what the paper was alleging was false,
Islamophobic and race baiting. In the subsequent court action
where Associated Newspapers agreed to pay £180,000 in
damages to me, the paper has denied any racial motive for
their false allegations. Yet, a major component of the story
linked me with historical sex abuse cases by taxi drivers in
Rochdale.

And let’s not make any mistake about it, the original story
of the decision to renew the licence of a local driver called
John O’Sullivan, who had been found guilty of assaulting
a profoundly autistic child by tying him up on a school run,
involved several others more senior in the council. Yet, the
one Muslim-Pakistani licensing officer was singled out became
the focus, as handing out licenses to groomers was too juicy
a fillet to turn down. Very quickly, two plus two equalled five
as | was linked with cases that took place before my time at
Rochdale Council.
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Whilst those in newsrooms can backslap and high five on their
apparent success, the lives of those they supposedly hold to
account can easily unravel. In my case, | lost my job and another
part time employment. My marriage ended and | couldn’t see
my kids. My son who was supposed to be enjoying some of
the best years of his life at University was subjected to taunts
about his Dad being dodgy and a groomer. Work dried up
and the respect and reputation | took years to build within the
community took a hit with many people scared to be associated
with me in case they too were targeted.

It took three long years for me to get some justice and clear my
name and yet the mud still sticks. The so-called Muslim groomer
narrative is so etched into peoples’ minds that many choose
to believe it as fact as opposed to it being the manufactured
monster created by the media as several studies and the recent
home office report shows. Similarly, others who in their everyday
lives or jobs have tried to better society are accused of extremism
or terrorism simply because they’re Muslim.

What my case and some of the others in this report show is
there is a way to fight back. It can be a long road and mercifully
my ordeal was only three years. And whilst the compensation
is welcome in that it can help in trying to rebuild a life. the
truth is more important for nothing but its own sake. It is the
media which is supposed to be the vehicle for coming closer to
this truth yet they have decided to punch down and not hold
to account, but target individual Muslims because it serves a
nefarious agenda. Harsher penalties from the press regulator
IPSO would also be a welcome step and any reporter and editor
found to have manipulated a story to falsely accuse an ordinary
member of the public should face serious consequences. | have
learned not to be a harsh bloke since my ordeal but | would
suggest they should never work in journalism again. The British
media would be better off and Muslims would live in a fairer and
more just society if there were less unscrupulous journalists and
editors with an agenda.’
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Clarifications and
corrections

By MAIL ON SUNDAY

PUBLISHED: 23:58, 1 February 2020 | UPDATED: 00:02, 2 February

The Mail on Sunday has apologised to a council worker who it

wrongly accused of acting as a fixer’ for cab drivers in
Rochdale who were committing crimes against young girls.

An article on May 14, 2017, published in this newspaper and on
the MailOnline website, headlined "Scandal of the mini-cab
predators’, caused ‘huge and continuing distress’ to Wajed
Igbal. a council licensing officer.

At the High Court in Lenden, William Bennett QC. representing
Mr Igbal in his libel action against The Mail on Sunday. last
week read out a statement agreed with lawyers for the
newspaper s publizshers, Associated Newspapers Limited, as
part of a settlement.

L

SERVICE FOR THE EMOTION-FILLED FUNERAL OF
PRIMCE PHILIP MINUTE BY MINUTE

Mr Bennett QC said: ‘The article made a grave allegation that
the claimant was a “fixer” for cab drivers in Rochdale who

were committing crimes against young girls.

‘The article alzo alleged that the claimant was given a warning
by his employer. South Ribble Borough Council, for alleged
deficiencies in his working practices as a licensing officer.

‘These allegations were false. They have caused huge and
continuing distress to Mr Igbal.

‘Nevertheless, Mr Igbal is satisfied that the defendant has
come to court to offer its sincere apologies to him for making
the allegations complained of and to acknowledge that they
were false.

The court was told that Associated Newspapers had agreed to
pay Mr lgbal substantial damages.

2. The Mail on Sunday accused British Imam Qari Asim of supporting
a protest led by the deceased Pakistani scholar, Khadim Rizvi,
supporting the hanging of a Christian woman, Asia Bibi, as well
as endorsing the murder of Asad Shah. On the contrary, he did
not support either of the latter two and had in fact campaigned
for Asia Bibi to be given asylum in Britain. The Mail on Sunday
and MailOnline published full apologies and paid Mr Asim libel
damages together with his legal costs.*
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[ dailymall.co,uk =

L3

By Mail on Sunday Reporter
00:07 23 Feb 2020, updated 00;15 23 Feb 2020

The2i:Mail

DM LN DAY

HEREEe s

On & April 2019, we alleged that Mr Qari Asim
MEE, through his support of a protest led by a
number of individuals including an extremist
cleric, Khadim Rizvi, supported the proposed
hanging of a Christian woman (Asia Bibi) for
bBlasphemy and endorsed the brutal murder of
Aszad Shah,

We now accept that Mr Asim does not support the
hanging of Asia Bibi or the murder of Asad Shah,
To the contrary, we accept that Mr Asim has
publicly condemned both these crimes, and
campaigned for Ms Bibi to be given asylum in the
UK. We are happy to make the position clear, and
apologise to Mr Asim for any distress caused.

44

3. The Telegraph published false allegations against a Scout Group

leader Ahammed Hussain. These were regurgitated by three
other newspapers (The Times, The Express and Mail Online).*
The Telegraph claimed it acted in ‘good faith’ when falsely
maligning the Muslim scout leader with almost every anti-Muslim
trope currently in circulation alleging that he was: anti-Semitic,
discriminatory against females, against ‘British values’, and a
promoter of terrorism. The Times, Telegraph, Mail and Express
paid libel damages and published apologies to Muslim Scout
leader for false extremism allegations.

44 https://twitter.com/cfmmuk/status/1231561702665269248
45 https://www.doughtystreet.co.uk/news/times-telegraph-mail-and-express-pay-libel-damages-and-publish-

43 https://www.carter-ruck.com/news/government-adviser-gari-asim-mbe-secures-full-apology-and-damages- apologies-muslim-scout-leader

after-mail-libel/
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The Telegraph covea e peon Spot s

46

4.The Times, which has repeatedly maligned Muslims previously
including the infamous false Muslim Foster Care story, was
again responsible for maligning the former director of a Muslim
institution for wrongly suggesting that he held extremist views.*
The Times had to publish an apology, amend its article and
agreed to pay libel damages and legal costs to the former CEO
of Al Rayan Bank, Mr Sultan Choudhury OBE.

== InPublishin

e [N e s mm m— s

The Times publishes apology to Sultan Choudhury OBE

0000

46 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/01/28/apology-mr-ahammed-hussain/

47 https://www.inpublishing.co.uk/articles/the-times-publishes-apology-to-sultan-choudhury-obe-15658
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5. The Times falsely accused Mr Abdullah Patel, who questioned the
Conservative leadership candidates about Islamophobia during
a televised BBC debate in June 2019, of ‘expressing views which
excused or explained acts of terrorism’. The claim is believed
to have been based on posts by someone with the same name.
The Times apologised to Mr Patel, and paid damages to him.

Corrections and
clarifications

@ In articles published in The Times
o 0 June X9 comcerming
Abdullah Patel, an imam and
teacher i Glovcester who appeared
o & belevised Conservative }'.l:l:x
hustings, we stated that Mr Patel
made & comment which blamed the
Weat and lzrael following the
murder of 3 Brtish ||1|:|..|.'|||.||'| ':::; a
terror suspect. This gave the
impression that he had expressed
views which excused or explained
acts of terrorizm. We accept that he
did ot make ANY U b comment
We also incorrectly stated that Mr
Fatel had taught at a Decbandi
seminary in Bury nnd that the
schvisod at which he worked in
Glowcester had been the subgect of
eriticism by Ofsted for segregating
parents at events. In fact, Ofsteds
criticism predated Mr Patel’s time
wor Llll:.' al |h\' prmary ‘-\.I"'“'I 1"\.
apologise to Mr Patel for the distress
caused and have agreed to pay him
darnages and costs

® Our beading article ("The Gender
Trap”, Dhec 1) misstated the
manifesto positions of all three main
wllitical parties on the Gender

l{:-. ognition Act. In fact, Lib[Dem

pedicy is nedt to pepeal the act but to
reform it to introduce self-

declaration for transgender people;
Labour s committed tooa similar

reform. The Conservative manifesto

makes no mention of the ssue

6. The Jewish Chronicle falsely reported on Mr Abdullah Patel,
the imam and teacher from Gloucester who The Times had also
maligned and paid damages to. The Jewish Chronicle falsely
accused Mr Patel of having consulted the Muslim Council of
Britain and advocacy group Mend, before he appeared on the
BBC's conservative leadership debate.”

48 https://pressgazette.co.uk/times-apologises-and-pays-libel-damages-to-imam-who-appeared-on-bbc-debate/
49 https://twitter.com/miqdaad/status/1146872112038260736/photo/1
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with human traffickers who were assisting Somali migrants in

BEFORE: Political Editor of the Jewish AFTER: The Jewish Chronicle apologises for the error (Page 39, 28 June 2019)
Chranicle makes up information . . .
.I!:::J': :‘!I' "-"I:fl-l'l l..'.‘l..'l':ll'l -::Itrsr-!.l n .
reaching Europe. Damages were paid to both the Charity and
and Mend (Page 9, 21 June 2019) —— e - . . . . .
Torvdehate FOR THE RECORD its founding trustee Imam Qasim.” This was a story which was
el chdy. . . . . g g
: y - ¢ The aricl Tory debate repeated in the Mail Online with the headline focusing on a
Imam's twee L ‘Muslim-aid charity’. Despite the false accusations by The Times,
N that he had “consulted the
controversy ks comac of it The Mail Online has still not corrected or redacted its version.*
BY LEE HARPIN POLTICALECITOR T = = B ot T
el g e i T e wal incorrect —no such
o '.'-\.'EII':IEI'. ation was carried out
h,..r:,,“‘.‘:-.\::t:ﬁh: = = . == __. e H.:I:-:rliv\.r apologize for the
it sdvocaypoup Mendahesdof bl e eem e b Corrections and
BECappearance = 1 1= clarifications

Dl Bk W= e Wi ctamgrabeat eyl
fory - W adar hip-Con bt STan-revealed - Faree-taeeied
k- S-S Tl LARSAS] o

® [n “Charities accused of helping
smuggle migrants to Greece” (World,
December 10, 2020), we reported
allegations made by the Greek
authorities that Al-Khair Foundation,
a charity based in England, had

7. The Timeswasforcedto pay damages, to the former Guantanamo colluded with human traffickers who
were ns]-:l_s_tmg 50pra:u Hugmntﬂ trying

1 1 1 1 to reach Europe, including in one
detainee, Moazzam Begg when it falsely linked him, and the to reach Europe, including in one

S I ber of Somalis in the
advocacy organisation CAGE, to Kahairi Saadallah who stabbed !I"-:'!'.Il:.:J‘i:r:;li.lnr:f.':lr-: H-Z:J;'fm-p: tha these
. . . . allegations were and are untrue an
three people to death in a park in Reading in 2020.*° we apologise to the Al-Khair

Foundation and its Trustees, We have
agreed to pay damages and legal costs
to Al-Khair and its founding trustee,
Imam Qasim.

Corrections and

clarifications 9.The Jewish Chronicle falsely linked the charity Interpal (which

® We incorrectly suggested (News, 25 supports Palestinians in need) to terrorism. The Jewish Chronicle
June) that the advocacy organisation : . S .

CAGE and its Outreach Director, retracted its allegations saying: ‘Interpal continues to operate
Moazzam Begg, were supporting the fully lawfully under the aegis of the Charity Commission. We
individual suspected of the Reading . .

knife attacks of June 20, 2020, and accept that neither Interpal, nor its Trustees, have ever been
that they were excusing his actions by . . . . . .

others. We also wrongly stated that . . .

they refused to comment on their kind. We apologise unreservedly to the Trustees for any distress
involvement with the suspect. In fact, caused and have agreed to pay them damages for libel.” 5 Mr
while they commented on police and . . .
media reaction to the attack, they had lbrahim Hewitt, one of the trustees who also had false allegations
no involvement with the suspect. We . . . . . . .
apologise to CAGE and Mr Eggg for laid against him, was then given space in The Jewish Chronicle

these errors and for the distress
caused, and we have agreed to pay

them damages and legal costs. people in desperate need; no more, no less."

to write an article entitled, ‘Interpal provides humanitarian aid to

8. The Times also falsely accused Al-Khair Foundation of colluding
51 https://twitter.com/cfmmuk/status/1377942037190864896
52 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9038091/London-charity-accused-funding-human-trafficking-gangs-

smuggling-Somali-migrants-Europe.htm|
50 https://www.rllaw.co.uk/the-times-pays-30000-libel-damages-to-former-guantanamo-detainee-and-cage-and- 53 https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/the-trustees-of-interpal-apology-1.487792

issues-apology-for-linking-them-to-reading-suspected-terror-attack/ 54 https://www.thejc.com/comment/opinion/interpal-provides-humanitarian-aid-to-people-in-desperate-need-no-
more-no-less-1.487800
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designation, and Interpal continues to operate fully
lawfully under the aegis of the Charity Commission.
We accept that neither Interpal, nor its Trustees, have
ever been involved with or provided support for
terrorist activity of any kind. We apologise
unreservedly to the Trustees for any distress caused
and have agreed to pay them damages for libel.

Qur article also suggested that Ibrahim Hewitt, one of
the Trustees and the Chairman of Interpal, has
expressed extremnist views concerning punishments
for adulterers and gay people. In fact, the views
attributed to Mr Hewilt arise out of a book he wrole
some 25 years ago regarding the interpretation of the
Koran. Mr Hewitt has asked us to make clear that he
does not condone diserimination in any form,
including against gay people or adulterers, and we are
happy te do so.

10. The Jewish Chronicle over a number of articles falsely accused
Nada al-Sanjari, a school teacher and local councillor, of
® Inviting an anti-Semitic activist to a Labour party event
e Turning a blind eye to anti-Semitic statements published by

a fellow activist

® | aunching a vicious protest against Luciana Berger MP in
terms suggestive of anti-Semitism.>

All the allegations were false and The Jewish Chronicle apologised
to Nada al-Sanjari, agreed to pay her a substantial sum in libel
damages and pay her legal costs.

Nada Al-Sanjari — apology

55 https://www.carter-ruck.com/news/read/Jewish-Chronicle-apologises-and-pays-libel-damages-to-Nada-al-
Sanjari

BRITISH MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS & ISLAM | ONLINE

Selected themes, terminology
and stories under which
misrepresentation occurs

Sectarianism

One way in which the British news websites try to make sense of
the myriad of issues across the Muslim world is through the prism
of sectarianism, namely the alleged conflict between the majority
Sunni Muslims (approximately 90%) and the minority Shi‘a.

An analysis of the collocates following the words ‘Sunni Muslim(s)’
which appeared a total of 709 times, shows how Sunnis are framed
chiefly through political alliances, violence, extremism, and national
identity.

Table 6 Top ten collocates following the words ‘Sunni Muslim/s.

coalition 84
militant(s) 32
Arab 26
and 26
Saudi 24
alliance 23
extremist(s) 23
states 17
ally/allies 17
group(s) 15
representation 10

The Shia-Sunni dichotomy, employed to delineate happenings in
the Middle East and across the Muslim world, is misleading when
applied to conflicts and disagreements without giving a context.
Sectarianism is used to explain and simplify events such as the
bombardment of Yemen, the opposition of Gulf monarchies towards
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Iran, the actions of Daesh across the Middle East, the conflict in
Libya as well as Turkish involvement among others. The Syrian war
is also often reported as a conflict between the ruling Alawites
(Shia) against Sunni militants. Such reporting fails to mention that
the stability of the Alawite regime has depended mainly on a Sunni
support base made up of bureaucracy and civil society.”

‘If you read Western media outlets, including War on the
Rocks, you might think that most of the problems in the
Middle East can be traced to Sunni disenfranchisement,
especially in Syria and Iraq. The broader Western debate
about the ongoing civil wars in the Middle East is plagued
by a false understanding of sectarian identities. Washington
elites imagine a broader Sunni sense of identity that does not
exist outside the confines of Saudi Arabia and territories held
by jihadist groups.”’

Dr Hussein Agha (senior associate of Oxford University's St
Anthony's College) and Robert Malley (an American lawyer and
political scientist) have written that the "Western misreading’,
among other things, has ‘led to a failure to anticipate how Iran,
the most powerful Shi‘ite state, and Turkey, the most powerful
Sunni one, would agree not to allow their genuine differences to
prevent understandings from being reached.”®

The description of Sunni Gulf monarchies being in opposition to
the Shi'ite Iranians regurgitates the narrative that the issue between
these rival nations is sectarian. Yet, this too does not fit with the
realities of the intra-Shi'a conflicts in Irag, the blockade of Qatar
by other ‘Sunni’ Gulf nations, the disagreements between Saudi,
Turkey and Pakistan (all predominantly Sunni states) and the hostility
of the monarchies and dictators towards the Muslim Brotherhood,
again both Sunni in their religious identities.

56 https://warontherocks.com/2016/08/washingtons-sunni-myth-and-the-middle-east-undone/

57 https://warontherocks.com/2016/08/washingtons-sunni-myth-and-the-civil-wars-in-syria-and-irag/

58 https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-middle-easts-great-divide-is-not-sectarianism
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Despite the widespread destruction and the indiscriminate killing
carried out by Daesh (Islamic State), the group judged by Muslim
scholars to be outside of Islam and akin to the ancient Khawarij
sect, are continually referred to as Islamic, Islamist, or Sunni. The
Khawarij were believed to be the first Muslim group to practice
the excommunication (takfir) of Muslims and to legitimise violence
on those whom they deem infidels.” Therefore, we consider the
labelling of Daesh as ‘Sunni’ is misleading, given that they target
anyone they consider not-Muslim including Sunnis who comprise
most of their victims.®® A headline in The Mirror alluding to the
group being Sunni was changed following a complaint from CIMM.
When seen side by side, it is clear that the removal of the sectarian
identity has little impact on the story, nor does it lose any essential
information.

Before CFMM Complaint: "The Sunni Muslim terrorist group...” After CIMM Complaint: “The terrorist group...”

France's Response to Muslims

The terror attacks in France received widespread coverage among
British news sites, and the fact that the majority of incidents have
been Daesh-inspired has allowed misrepresentation of various
incidents in France based on a lack of verification and to link Muslims
with violence. The French President Emmanuel Macron published
a letter in the FT that a significant proportion of France's Muslims
‘live in lawless council estates where parents are poisoning the

59 https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/co18063-labelling-is-fighters-khawarij-not-jihadi-salafis/#.
YABtFOj7SUk

60 https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2{%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fsf%2
fworld%2f2016%2f11%2f23%2fisis-a-catastrophe-for-sunnis%2f

71



72 WCENTRE FOR MEDIA MONITORING
v

minds of little girls while covering their bodies under burkas’. The
Journalist Nabila Ramdani has brandished this as ‘fake news’ and
writes that ‘The problem was that hardly anything that Macron
wrote was true. The president had simply reproduced despicable
tropes with no facts to support them. We now know this for sure
because, four months on, nobody has been able to provide any
evidence to prove Macron’s deceit — neither the French authorities,
nor the FT."

One other way in which France’s Muslims and their institutions are
misrepresented is through the labelling of their identities, beliefs
and practices as Islamism. The Economist for example labelled
Muslim children requesting halal foods at school - a ‘soft’ sign of
Islamism.2

The misrepresentation of France’s Muslims has been published in
other British newspapers with two examples in particular showing
how Muslims and Islam in particular, have been reported on in haste
and without verification.

® The Mirror and the Daily Star headlined a French right-wing
magazine journalist’s claims that a man had shouted ‘Allahu
akbar’ and threatened to blow himself up at the Eiffel Tower in
September 2020 But, police and Tower spokespeople said this
was untrue and ‘fake news.’ Yet the news sites were prepared to
print the falsehoods without first verifying the facts and relying
on a single source.®

61 https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/emmanuel-macron-fake-news-propaganda-muslims-ft-needs-urgent-
correcting

62 https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/how-british-media-are-enabling-macrons-anti-islam-campaign

63 https://twitter.com/cfmmuk/status/1343923047884091400/photo/1 & https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-
news/eiffel-tower-evacuated-over-bomb-22728746
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Perimeter of Your Eiffel cordoned off, police operation
in progress; a man shouted Allahua Akbar and
threatens ta blow everything up ...

Amaury Bucco @AmauryBucco - 5h
y The alert comes from a police source, | didn't see anything with my own eyes

BEFORE: The Mirror make a claim that a man AFTER: The Eiffel Tower and the police say it is
shouted Allahu Akbar because of one claim “fake news”

(the same claimwas in the Daily 5tar headline
and in a Daily Express article)

= Mirror V@08 o
CNUSSY WOOTL WL CRER TV PRSES FOW LN WP SEENE TN ST Eiffel Tower evacuated ower bomb threat as “caller claims
Eiffel Tower evacuated over bomb threat f explosives planted’
‘after man shouts Allahu Akbar' /
il W | S —
§ == =3

';"‘ CENTRE FOR
v MEDIA MONITORING

® In another story from France, where a social media argument
between two Muslims ended with one attacking the other after
they had agreed to meet to settle their differences, The Metro,
the Times and Mail Online framed it as a Muslim being beaten
for eating Christmas lunch. The public prosecutor in Belfort,
France, where the alleged incident took place, deplored the
circulation of ‘inaccurate information’ which was promoted by
Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin, amongst others.** The Metro

64 https://twitter.com/cfmmuk/status/1343923034743336962/photo/1
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and Mail Online updated their copies when contacted by CIMM,

but The Times did not.

I NEWE BUTNOT AS YOU KNOW 1T wHamy
NEWS... BUT HOT A BEEE APORT  CMVINIARENT G UPISTAL  ATHOAN  VORD  ORL e s ©

NEWS S5PORT ENTERTAMMENT SOAPS  LUFESTYLE PLATFORM  VIOEO

CORDMMRUS UK US  WORLD  WERD  TECH

French Muslim attacked by gang ‘after .
posting pictures of Christmas lunch’, .

Ao

e
French Muslim attacked by gang ‘for N e e e
eating Christmas lunch’ AT T s v stk e
: e » = I | 65
» : . - 0
MWail Online MWailOnline
Home LS. | Sport | TVE Showbia | Australia | Femad | Health | Scinca | Monsy | i Ll el d el o
lé_'m vy S | P | y i =1 - | L
|| Need a sugar detox?
- 4 o
& @ 50% OFF
o N v + 7 days free trial
. . Muslim son of a police officer left
'bloody and covered in bruises’ after
Son of a police officer left 'bloody and ?'"9 ‘a ’:‘tb“;h‘*d' b\;:’jg?“ﬂ who x?‘
covered in bruises' after being RTLAH SIVOY IV HOSREE PRCILERE o Faie
. Christmas dinner on Snapchat in

ambushed by a gang of fellow Muslims France, reports claim

who beat him up for enjoying a « Unamed vt o amached ater sleving Ciioamns i athome i Bt

Christmas dinner with his family in R e S e e s

France [ i ot i

- Unmamad victam was attsched after enpoying Christmas dinmer st homa in Baifort e e

+ Police officer mother is Muslim while is step father - also a police officer - s not

« Man was enpoying a meal of oysters and prawns and shared picture 1o Snapchat

+ Victim was called a “dirty son of white people’ and a ‘son of police officers’

65 https://metro.co.uk/2020/12/28/french-muslim-attacked-by-gang-for-eating-christmas-lunch-13815859/

66 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9092669/Son-police-officer-beat-gang-fellow-Muslims-enjoying-

Christmas-dinner.html
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Use of Keywords

Terminology in journalism is important precisely because words
written differently can convey different meanings as well as
revealing the prejudices of a publication or an author. For example
the use of the terms illegal or undocumented to describe migrants
has prompted the United Nations to provide guidance on why the
latter should be used instead of the former.¢” Amongst the reasons
given by the UN are legal status of those without documents,
dehumanisation of the term illegal and comparison of how the term
illegal has been used against minorities in the past. An investigation
by the Declassified UK showed how certain words were used by the
UK media in ‘labelling goodies and baddies."®

States favoured by the UK are mainly describedin the press using the
neutral term ‘government’ rather the more critical term ‘regime’. In
the past three years, for example, the term ‘Saudi government’ has
been used in 790 articles while ‘Saudi regime’ is mentioned in 388.
However, with Iran the number of instances is reversed: ‘Iranian
government’ is used in 419 articles whereas ‘Iranian regime’ is
mentioned in 456.%

In this section we look at the most frequent keywords used in
relation to Muslims and/or Islam and how they are used.

Over a two-year period from October 2018 to September 2020, the
word ‘Islamic’ has been used as an affix to 1499 different terms
within the British media, with the theme of ‘Terrorism’/'Extremism’
dominating the coverage and the so-called Islamic State getting
over 17,000 mentions.”®

67  https://www.unhcr.org/cy/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2018/09/TerminologyLeaflet_EN_PICUM.pdf
68 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-03-11-how-the-uk-press-supports-the-british-military-and-

intelligence-establishment/
69 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-03-11-how-the-uk-press-supports-the-british-military-and-

intelligence-establishment/
70 Search on Meltwater Media Monitoring Platform for 31 Sources as listed in appendix Jan 2018-Dec 2020
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Table 7 Affixations of the Word Islamic (Jan Oct 2018 - Oct 2020)

o | e | s

1 17,501 State

2 3,887 Republic

3 929 Revolution

4 850 Revolutionary
5 751 Law

6 559 Jihad

7 553 Extremists

8 413 Extremism

9 367 Extremist

10 354 Centre

‘Islamic’ appears almost 4,000 times in coverage relating to the
‘IslamicRepublicoflran’,alongside‘Revolution’and’Revolutionary’.
Jihad, extremism and extremist are in the top 10 terms which have
‘Islamic’ prefixed to them in stories about ‘Terrorism/Extremism’.
Two more terms which feature in the top ten are ‘Law’ and ‘centre’.
‘Law’ is the term most used in discussions about Islamic religious
concepts, most notably jurisprudence, or what is commonly referred
to as ‘Sharia’ or ‘Shariah’. The latter two terms were mentioned 937
times during the period of analysis. The term ‘Centre’ appeared
most frequently when referring to individual institutions such as the
Linwood Islamic Centre in Christchurch, New Zealand where fifty
one Muslim worshippers were killed in a terror attack carried out by
Brenton Tarrant in March 2019.

Sharia

Whilst the term ‘Sharia’ refers to Allah’s divine law as contained in
the Quran and the Hadith, it is separate from ‘Figh’ or jurisprudence
which refers to human interpretations of the law, and therefore does
not hold divine authority. However, ‘Sharia’ is used interchangeably
with Islamic Law, and is commonly used to refer to jurisprudential
interpretations and on some occasions an entire canon of law
within a particular country or institution. CfIMM recorded at least
110 problematic descriptions of ‘Sharia’ which were not always
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entirely misleading, but were partial in their description of what
exactly constitutes Sharia Law. In a comment piece in The Times,
Clare Foges quotes a previous report in The Times likening
kangaroo courts in prison to Sharia courts: ‘While Ziamani resided
at HMP Woodhill he ran Sharia courts, dominated a small group
of extremist inmates and patrolled his block to make sure that no
Muslims were breaking the Ramadan fast."”

st for football] [, Shamsme

* Henry Winter on Spurs’ racism Shame m e "é tr_i;estheym:’sfaﬂs

e Cmornsed we s & 50 |

All the PM

i wants for
Christmas is
a new bicycle

e ey s p s —

Extremists hold Shari:;
trials in British prisons

Ex-immate tefls bow be was groomed by group thar pledged allegiance i lsis

The Sun also claims that ‘Sharia trials’ are being held in prison.”
No attempt is made to speak to scholars or experts to ascertain
whether these so called courts have legitimacy or can be labelled
as ‘Sharia’. A Mail Online article refers to a self-appointed vigilante
group in Germany as ‘Sharia police’.”3

71 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/prisons-must-not-tiptoe-around-extremism-félrs2vm| & Jailed

terrorist leads attack on prison officer | News | The Times

72 https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/uknews/10607704/islamist-extremists-holding-sharia-trials-grooming-muslim-

inmates-prison/
73 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-7075019/Court-fines-Sharia-police-group-Germany.html
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As Dr Afshin Shahi, Director of the Centre for the Study of Political
Islam says, ‘Being literate about religion is critical if journalists
are to write intelligently about crucial issues. We live in a world
that is very diverse on issues to do with religion and unless our
journalists understand the issues, then all they will talk will be the
versions they know."”*

In the period under assessment the word ‘Sharia’ appeared
alongside Muslim and Islamic almost equally, which suggests it is
used as a marker of identity as well as ideology. The next most
associated terms, ‘Islam’ and ‘Islamist’, show that ideology is the
predominant focus when the term ‘Sharia’ is used. The word is
used in 79 headlines in stories on terrorism, crime, human rights,
women's rights, and religion.”> ‘Sharia’ has been reduced to
‘corporal punishment’ in Western media, shorthand for archaic,
brutal practices. The term is also used to feed into a narrative of
encroachment in line with far-right tropes which at times give the
impression that Western values are at risk of being replaced and/or
supplanted by an imported, and therefore fundamentally alien set
of laws and systems of belief. There is a myth that Sharia councils
operate a parallel legal system when in fact in Britain it is normally
utilised in domestic family matters by consent and is subservient
to civil as well as criminal law in the U.K. This myth is repeated by
commentators on television and in newspaper columns and has
gone unchallenged despite being false.”

Carole Malone: 'What my solution is that these people have
to, you know we have to come down heavy on hate preachers
and we don’t do it. Sharia law operates in this country, we
turn a blind eye to it. Things are happening in this faith and
they are happening, they are not right. You can’t have women
being abused and being tried in a right. You can’t have women
being abused (inaudible) in this country. Why do we have
Sharia law operating?”’

74 Encouraging religious literacy in the media: Debate | The Diocese of Leeds, Church of England (anglican.orgG
75 See Appendix G

76 The UK's Sharia ‘courts’ - Full Fact

77 Sky News at Ten, (2019), Sky News (SKYN), 17 Mar 2019 [TV programme]
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Graphic 7 Words most frequently associated with Sharia or Shariah

600

500

400

300

200

100

Islamic Muslim Islam Islamist Mosque Islamist Shia Sunni

The evoking of ‘Sharia’ in headlines and stories is given undue
prominence, particularly in tandem with crime or ‘Extremism/
Terrorism’. The stabbing and murder of a woman and her mother
in Birmingham was headlined as ‘Man, 21, accused of stabbing
woman, 22, and her mother, 49, to death is her SHARIA LAW
HUSBAND as he appears in court on murder charges after victims
were heard ‘screaming like animals.’”® Following complaints by the
Centre for Media Monitoring, the headline was changed.

BEFORE: Sun Online uses term "Sharka Law AFTER: After my complaint, the Sun Online

wife” to describe victim of murder, and says makes a change albeit without an

they “screamed like animals™ acknowledgement or apology lor the error

‘DOUBLE KILLER' IN COURT Solihull ‘DOUBLE KILLER' IN COURT Solihull

stabbing accused Janbaz Tarin . stabbing accused Janbaz Tarin

appears in court charged with killing k. appears in court charged with killing
and her mum while ] ex-partner and her mum

they ‘screamed like animals’

Taren 21, wae arrested following the deaths of Ranesm Cisleh,
22, and her mother Khaols Sabsem, 49, 10 Solihull, Weat kids

Tarin, 21, was arrested following the deaths of Raneem Cudeh,
22 and her mother Khaola Saleem, 49, in Soliholl, West Mids

e B e e T T sl e pad by e e b S vl

The Mail Online was determined to keep the irrelevant reference to
Sharia in what is seemingly a tactic to link any aspect of Muslim or
Islamic identity to violent or criminal behaviour.

78 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6121227/Man-accused-murdering-mother-daughter-death-Solihull-

arrives-court.html
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=" MailOnline News =" MailOnline News

Hushand. 21. acensed of Man, 21, accused of stabbing

stabhing Sharia wife. 22 and woman, 22, and her mother, 49,
L mﬁi——'—‘cr 49, 1o deatliat _ todeath is her SHARIA LAW
s 3 *
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their Solihull home appears in HUSBAND as he appears in
court on murder charges after court on murder charges after
D PR W victims were heard 'screaming
hasiimnls AL like animals'

By Connor Boyd For Mailonline
UPDATED: 11:31 on 1 September 2018

By Connor Boyd For Mailonline
09:55, 01 Sep 2018, updated 1554, 01 Sep 2018

The importance of such information, including how they were
married, in a headline is questionable. It is reasonable to assume
that such prominence is only given to link the aspect of Islam in
the story with the horrific violence that has taken place. Another
way in which Sharia is mentioned within the context of marriage is
when coercion is involved. A Sun article about ‘grooming gangs’
reports on a 15-year-old girl allegedly being forced ‘into three
sharia marriages.””’ Forced marriage is not permitted in Islam, and
so would be considered invalid within Sharia law, but this has not
been clarified. When it comes to international stories the term is
used to refer mainly to ‘harsh’ physical punishments such as flogging
or capital punishment. Sharia Law has even been defined as ‘the
Islamic legal system that imposes strict corporal punishments.’®
Adjectives such as barbaric, medieval, discriminatory, extreme,
strict and hard-line are all affixed to describe it.?

Furthermore, it is linked with practices such as ‘Child Marriage’,
‘Stoning gay people’ and death by shooting among other

79 https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/7600584/grooming-gang-victim-baby-secret-court/

80 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/29/george-clooney-calls-hotel-boycott-over-brunei-lgbt-laws

81 https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1109022/Brunei-news-sharia-stoning-law-latest-update-

George-Clooney-Elton-john-boycott-brunei & https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-50258727 ?ns_

mchannel=social&ns_source=twitter&ns_campaign=bbcnews&ocid=socialflow_twitter & https://www.dailymail.
co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7384413/Kim-Kardashian-enjoys-coffee-Beverly-Hills-Hotel.html & https://www.thesun.
co.uk/news/8778598/gay-people-stoned-to-death-brunei-sharia-laws/ & https://www.theguardian.com/

world/2019/sep/26/indonesias-criminal-code-what-is-it-why-does-it-matter-and-will-it-be-passed & https://www.

dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7273899/Ilhan-Omars-second-husband-soaks-sun-Kenyan-beach.html| & https://

www.thetimes.co.uk/article/the-times-view-on-algeria-slow-coup-g7hwré68%h & https://www.thetimes.co.uk/

article/the-times-view-on-algeria-slow-coup-g7hwré68%h
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punishments.® This has led to the use of terms such as ‘sharia law-
style’® , ‘sharia shield’®, or ‘Sharia repression’ > when describing
certain laws and policies of terror groups in certain countries. as
‘Sharia repression’.®* When a clash between civil law and what is
commonly described as ‘Sharia law’ is found, it is framed as an issue
of incompatibility, despite the evidence suggesting otherwise. The
Council of Europe’s resolution that contractual marriages between
Muslims (known as the nikah) should also be accompanied with
marriages registered under civil law was presented